ANTH 3360: Methods in Biological Anthropology (4 credits)
Fall 2018

Instructor Information:
Dr. Tara Cepon Robins					Dr. Michelle Escasa Dorne
Email: trobins3@uccs.edu					Email: mdorne@uccs.edu
Office: Centennial 120					Office: Centennial 118
Office Telephone: 719-255-3125				Office Telephone: 719-255-5166
Office Hours: TBD						Office Hours: TBD

Course Information: Meets Mondays from 10:50 to 1:30 in CENT 119 

Course Description: Biological anthropology is a multidisciplinary field with foci including evolutionary biology and psychology, human evolutionary history, primatology, public health, forensic identification, and more. This course focuses on methods commonly used in the field of biological anthropology, exploring what it means to be human from the perspectives of our evolutionary history and our individual life histories. Students will explore the mechanisms of natural selection and evolution, genetics, modern human biology and variation, non-human primates, and the hominins.

Grading Criteria
Attendance			150 points (15 @ 10 points each)
Weekly Write-up		180 points (12 @ 15 points each)
Annotated Bibliography	120 (12 @ 10 points each)
Presentation			250 points		
Final Project			300 points______________________________
Total				1000 points

Letter Grade Assignment
	Letter Grade
	Point or Percentage

	A
	90 – 100

	B
	80 – 89

	C
	70 – 79

	D
	60 – 69

	F
	< 60




Academic Policies
Disability Services (or Accommodations)
If you are a student with a disability and believe you will need accommodations for this class, it is your responsibility to register with Disability Services and provide them with documentation of your disability. They will work with you to determine what accommodations are appropriate for your situation. To avoid any delay, you should contact Disability Services as soon as possible. Please note that accommodations are not retroactive and disability accommodations cannot be provided until a Faculty Accommodation Letter has been given to me. Please contact Disability Services for more information at Main Hall room 105, 719-255-3354 or dservice@uccs.edu.

Military Students
If you are a military student with the potential of being called to military service or training during the course of the semester, you are encouraged to contact your UCCS course instructor no later than the first week of class to discuss the class attendance policy. Refer to the Support tab in Canvas for more information.

Support Services
Centers for Academic Excellence
The UCCS Centers for Academic Excellence, include the Language Center, the Mathematics Center, the Communication Center, the Science Center, and the Writing Center. These five academic centers are designed to provide critical academic and individual support to all students in the University in all major academic areas, both within and beyond the classroom. Refer to the Support tab in Canvas for more information.	


Course Schedule:

	Week
	Topic
	Sample lab activity
	Assignments

	1
	Introduction, natural selection, scientific method overview
	Interview practices

	Readings
Write-up


	2
	Genetics and Inheritance:
· Sickle cell point mutations
· DNA structure and Replication
· Protein synthesis
	Mendelian traits and inheritance
CITI Training 
	Readings
Write-up


	3
	No class – Labor Day holiday
	
	

	4
	Human Behavioral Ecology
· Reproduction
· The Endocrine system
	Audio/visual preferences
2D/4D measurements
Saliva sample collection

	Readings
Write-up

	5
	Human Behavioral Ecology and Evolutionary Psychology
· Disgust and the fear response
	Disgust Interviews/Activities
Lifestyle incongruity
Blood pressure collections
	Readings
Write-up

	6
	Human variation
· Skin color
· Adaptations to Climate/Environment
· Anthropometrics
	Anthropometrics (height/weight/limb length)
Statistics

	Readings
Write-up

	7
	Human variation
· Nutrition and energetics
· Life History Theory
	Accelerometry and Energetics 
Body fat, Waist/hip/shoulder measurements
BMI Calculations
Diet recalls
Grip strength
	Readings
Write-up

	8
	Immunology and Infection
· Parasitology
· Immune Function
	Do Bloodborne pathogen training before coming to class
Parasite Identification
Bloodspot collection
	Readings
Write-up

	9
	Osteology
	Learn the Bones and Teeth

	Readings
Write-up

	10
	Osteology
	Sex, Ancestry Identification
	Readings
Write-up

	11
	Primates
· New vs Old World primates, dental apes
· Brain size
· Biped vs. quadruped locomotion
	Primate dentition comparisons
Primate skeletal comparisons
	Readings
Write-up 

	12
	Primates
· Diets
· Mating
	Behavior – primate observation

	Readings
Write-up 

	13
	Hominins
· Important features for distinguishing between hominin species
	Skull comparisons
	Readings
Write-up

	14
	Grant writing
	
	

	15
	Grant writing
	
	

	16
	Presentations
	
	

	F
	Grant proposal write-up due
	
	



